Collected Works of Edward Said - After Orientalism, Documents of a Life 


By Edward Said 


I. Orientalism Today - A Short Essay on the Arab Question and Palestine, Israel, Iran 


I believe that the day is lesser important these days as Derrida argues. In structural symmetry with American 
imperialism, the European world is making immigrant politics an embargoe of the Arab people. Derrida argues, 
there is a deconstruction possible. Something he calls even translation. In translation studies, there is Sonya’s 
work, which I admire, on Marquez in Urdu and Hindi. I dream of translation in modernity, that it translates. I am 
writing this in 2004. I am travelling to meet Sonya, but her younger son is said to be Mohammad, the Prophet, and 
so the Iranian embassy tells me not to go, he even knows me, and thinks I am too tall a figure, someone like 
Derrida or Foucault. He imagines Orientalism to be a critique of the power relations embedded in representations, 
even arcane cultural representations such as the Talmud being severed from Quran. Which is why today, we see 
Iran, Iraq and Israel divided on Palestine, when he reminds us of Arafat who we has lost, as a vocal citizen in 
favour of Israel in Oslo Accords. I want to meet even Slavoj Zizek, who claims he is going to be a Communist new 
power, but is actually a normal CIEFL intellectual. We long for our world to be united, but it is divided by 
language politics he is arguing like Telugu speaking intellectuals divided from Iranian Farsi intellectuals, and 
European intellectuals. This is a memory from 2004. Read it like a set of pin hole images. 


Il. Iran and Istanbul, the Old Years reading Orhan Pamuk’s Snow and Other Novels 


We have a new revelation from the young Prophet in occupied India by Hindutva. There is a book called Snow by 
Orhan Pamuk, that has published an image of Prophet Mohammad, he is a literary man with a overcoat that is 
short, and is smoking a cigarette in sideways glance and in snow. I call this the meaning of the Quran, that there 
will be a culture in Iran as in France, of intellectual men and women, who are all falling in love with Islam. I 
imagine then Pamuk’s work on Istanbul memories, to be a Kabbalah according to the young Prophet. The method 
is simple reminisce in a bus, which I do. I have memories of my youth spent in football. I call this a Quran, he says 
to me, through a inferred logic of his own. That people are travelling by bus and having a flow of thought and are 
like Said, or interested in his writings, and that is intellectual life itself. That we read Said. 


III. Quran - A Reading on Iran 


I have read the Quran, alot of theological motifs on penance, infidels attacked, and even punishment meted out to 
women, and women in some battle with Prophets and angelic names of Gabriel. I do not think this means 


anything. I think it could be a critique I offer. Read Quran instead as its letter - the Urdu script or the Farsi, 
Arabic script and understand nothing, the young Prophet says. Just see the letters, and imagine, it isa man ina 
car or walking around, or smoking, or even sitting in the house and feeling the winter, all of this I call culture, that 
is the Quran. 


IV. Memoirs (2008 - 2019) 


February, 2008 - These are bad days, the financial crisis has set in in America and will be long term. The young 
Prophet already called it no Keynesian possibility either, and there is no capitalist crisis management therefore. 


March, 2009 - I now see what he is saying, there seems to be a crisis even in India with the far right changing its 
hues to seem ethical he argues, after being voted out, with Modi continuing his 10 year rule in Gujarat with a long 
term victory for 5 more years forecasted. 


December, 2010 - I am talking to my wife, there is no one in the world on the phone, everything is disappearing 
under our life. We are on the prophet’s website, and talking in lower voices, and sounding in need of help. I have a 
crisis that Iam alone, and his voice argues, it is a financial crisis and the world is now worldless soon. Iam 
wordless, he says, I am going to be a far leftist, that should tell you it is also meaning far left is in trouble and 
being mainstreamed as an enemy. And this means not a rational assessment, I think they call it post-Fordism, alot 
of decentered financial flows even to Hindutva. 


November, 2013 - A desperate piece of news, Hindutva has won with Modi in India and there is 50 years long of 
his power. The prophet has gone to far left life and is preparing a revolutionary view, and philosophy deeply into 
Althusser at the moment. I have just re-read Althusser, according to his reading it is a problematic I have 
prepared - “manufacturing consent in the mass media, Orientalism in a shadow on Iran, and loss of historicity, 
even preparations of management and domination according to Agamben which I have called post-politics.” 


January, 2017 - It is winter, but no hope for the world’s left, even Syriza has lost in Greece and far rights in Brazil, 
Turkey and France, with terrorism spreading to North Iraq. The world needs a Prophet. 


December, 2023 - We have won. The left has won all over the world. 


